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MEETINGS

Theeighth Conference of Ministersof Education of African Member States:
MINEDAF VIII

The eghth Conference of Minigters of Education of African Member States (MINEDAF VIII)
will be hdd in Dar es Sdlaam, Tanzania, from 2 to 6 December 2002.

The Conference takes place after important recent developments such as the credtion of the
African Union and the adoption of NEPAD, which sets a new framework for education in
Africa. Furthermore it is held two years after the World Education Forum in Dakar, and
coincides with the 2002 deadline of the Dakar Framework for Action for the development of
national action plans for Education for All. MINEDAF VIII should thus conditute a symbolic
moment for al partners to demondrate that the collective commitment to Education for All
will be sustained.

The purpose of MINEDAF is to contribute to mohbilizing world opinion, decison-makers and
the internationd community in favour of the promotion of Education for All. The intended
outputs of the conference are a Statement of Commitment and a Plan of Action.

Among the mgor themes to discuss at the conference are Changes in education to meet
Regiond commitments in the context of AU and NEPAD; draegies for universaisng
Education for children and adolescents; issues and drategies for the promotion of adult
education in the context of long life learning; issues and strategies in secondary and higher
educetion; improving the rdevance and qudity of education, mobiliang and managing
resources for the implementation of EFA; and regional Co-operation in Education.

For further information, please consult the MINEDAF web ste: www.minedaf.org

Contact: Aimé Damiba,
Consultant, UNESCO-BREDA
E-mall : adamiba@unesco.org
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NGOs and civil society preparefor MINEDAF VIII in Malawi
from 30 September to 2 October 2002.

A Regiond Consultation of non-governmenta Organizations (NGOs) and civil society
organizations (CSOs) took place in Lilongwe, Mdawi from 30 September to 2 October, with
the purpose promoting participation of civil society in education in Africa, and srengthening
politicd will and momentum for partnership building between governments and NGO/CSOs
in preparation of MINEDAF VIII.

A totd of about 100 civil society participants (international and regiona NGOs/Networks and
Nationd NGOsCSOs/networks working in the field of education) discussed and validated a
document on civil society perspectives on EFA in Africa, which include an assessment of
cvil society paticipation in EFA processes and recommendations on advancing the EFA
gods in African societies. The document will be one of the officid working documents in the
MINEDAF VIII conference. Furthermore they prepared the participation of NGOS/CSOs in
the MINEDAF general sessions, thematic panels and a Specid Session between Ministers and
NGOs/CSOs.

The organisars of the meeting were the government of Maawi, the UNESCO Secretariat,
members of the Africa Group of UNESCO and the Collective Consultation of NGOs on EFA
(CCNGO/EFA)

Contact:
Eva lversen UNESCO Contact Team, CCNGO/EFA, UNESCO-BREDA
Email: eiversen@unesco.org

Susanne Schnuttgen and Claire Mollard, UNESCO Contact Team CCNGO/EFA; Basic
Education Divison, UNESCO Headquarters
Emall: s.schnuttgen@unesco.org /c.mollard@unesco.org

COUNTRY ACTIONS

International literacy day at BREDA: an initiative to be pursued

Like in other regions of the world, the Regiond Office for Education in Africa (BREDA), in
collaboration with the Senegdese government, chose a concrete and symbolic way of
cdebrating International Literacy Day. The event, hdd a BREDA office on Friday 6
September, was chared by the Miniser of Technicad Education, Professond Traning,
Literacy and National Languages who received an important set of literacy materids from the
BREDA Director. The sad donation was meant for the 10 Educational Research Centres
(ERC). The Miniger further received, on behdf of his minisry in charge of preparing the
nationa literacy week, a st of sdf-training books for State officids and pogers for the
awareness campaign scheduled from 8 to 14 September 2002

The ceremony organised to deliver the said books was meant to provide materia support to
the ERC and the Depatment of Literacy and Basic Education, which plays a crucid role in
the fight agang illiteracy among the Senegdese population. These books will enable a wider
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public to improve and complete their acquistions in arithmetic and reading and to sendtise
the public about the importance of literacy.

The theme focussed on this year for the cdebration of the Internationd Literacy Day in
Senegd is « National languages for local governance of quality », while & the internationa
leve, the following theme was dwedt on: « Literacy, source of freedom: a challenge for the
21st century».

Today, there is no doubt that illiteracy is congtantly rolling back in the world (from 22.4 to
20.3% in 5 years) and this regresson is even more encouraging as concerns adult women,
paticularly in Africa These changes are however extremedy dow and there is need to
redouble our effortsif we want to take up the Dakar 2002 bet.

Abdon Sofonnou
UNESCO-BREDA
s.abdon@unesco.org

Integration of health issuesin the National Action Plans

‘If the bodies of the learners are healthy, then their minds will be more receptive to learning.
By ensuring the health and education of our people, you are offering them the strongest tool
of all for the eradication of poverty.” Koichiro Matsuura, Director General UNESCO

For UNESCO, an organisation with an educational mandate, hedth has become a crucid issue.
As stated by the Director Generd: ‘Hedth is an essentid condition for teaching and effective
learning, and is dso an outcome of quality education. Combating diseases, therefore, must be a
key dement in efforts to achieve Education for All, and hedth mugt be high on the agenda of
the education sector at al levels.

It is therefore a priority for UNESCO to ensure that health issues are adequately addressed
in the National Action Plans now being developed by governments. For ingtance to ensure
this, UNESCO/BREDA has provided technical assstance to Guinea Bissau during a
workshop with nationa authorities that took place from 24-29 June 2002 in Gabu. A school
hedth expert from Senegd participated at this meeting and asssted the nationd authorities in
identifying, and effectively addressing, health and nutrition problems.

In the Nationd Action Plan from Guinea Bissau, the provison of food to schoolchildren has
been foreseen through school cantinas supported by the World Food Programme. Because
micronutrient deficiencies among school children are known to affect school performance, an
effort to diminate such deficiencies is a vaid, and probably necessary drategy for achieving
the EFA goals.

Lieke Berghauser Pont
Associate Expert Preventive Educetion
|.berghauser@unesco.org
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The process of preparation of the EFA-NAP nearly completed in Liberia

The following activities relating to the preparation and findisng of the EFA plan for Liberia
have been completed:

An EFA plan preparation has been completed, covering the education sector. Politica
consultation with vaidation has been done, and new lega Steps have been taken for EFA
snce Dakar. Additionaly, the EFA Forum has been edablished. A number of EFA
conaultations with the law makers have taken place, especidly the Legidlative Committees
on Education, aswell asthe civil society organizations.

The Technicd preparation of the plan has been completed, taking into account education
sector  andyss, macro-economic and socid framework, a long-term drategic plan for
education in genera and EFA in paticular, as well as a medium-term operational plan for
education in generd (M TP) and EFA in particular.

It is important to add that the Education Co-ordination Committee set up by the Ministry of
Education and Minigry of Planing and Economic Affars, comprisng members from the
NGOs and UN agencies that are involved with the education sector is dso reviewing the Draft
EFA Action Plan for findization. UNICEF\Liberia has taken the lead to provide technicd and
materia assgance in getting the draft findized.

The first meeting of the EFA Forum was hed on August 27, 2002, to brief members on the
EFA and the Nationd Action Plan. The second mesting took place, September 5, 2002 to
discuss launching possibility of the Forum, and it is expected to be launched by 15 September
2002.

|saac Roland
EFA Nationa Co-ordinator,Liberia
E-mail: vauhan@yahoo.com

EDUCATION IN AFRICA

UNESCO pledges co-operation with G8 on Universal Education

Dakar, Senegd (PANA) - Dakar - 09/07/2002 - UNESCO Director Genera Koichiro
Matsuura has written to Canadian Prime Miniger Jean Chretien in the aftermath of the G8
Summit in Kananaskis pledging the UN agency's co-operation with the group of the world's
industridised countries in their support of Universal Education.

Congratulating Chretien for "the highly successful outcome' of the Summit, Matsuura sad it
pointed to "accelerating progress towards Universd Primary Educaion” "I welcome in
paticular the G8's strong endorsement of the report of its Task Force on Education and its
commitment to increase dgnificantly, bilaterd funding for developing countries that have
demongrated a drong and credible policy and financid commitment to achieve Universd
Primary Education (UPE)," a UNESCO re ease quoted the Director Generd as saying.
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"This reinforces the Monterrey Consensus and provides the financid backing for supporting
countries sdected for the fagt-track initiative for achieving UPE," Matsuura added. He pointed
out tha "this represents an important step in meeting the pledge we made a the World
Education Forum a Dakar (Senegal) two years ago, that no countries serioudy committed to
Education for All (EFA) will be thwarted in the achievement of this god by a lack of
resources”  Recdling that "UNESCO continues to play its assgned role in promoting the
broad vison of EFA as enunciated by the internationd community a Dakar," Matsuura sad:
"We look forward to working closdy with the G8 in translaing the pledges made at the
Kananaskis Summiit into redlity”.

He aso expressed the hope that UNESCO would "sustain the constructive engagement of the
G8 in education, particularly basc educetion, dl the way up to the target date of 2015 for
achieving the gods of EFA."

African governmentsurged to introduce bursariesfor girls

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Nairobi - 10/07/2002 - To meet the educationd requirements of al
needy girls, African governments are urged to replicate the Forum for African Women
Educationdists (FAWE) bursay scheme and other financing mechanisms. FAWE's executive
director Penina Mlama told a the end of the group's 5th generd assembly in Nairobi in July
2002, that access to education for an increasing number was threatened by poverty.

The assembly brought together 31 FAWE members, 15 African education minisers, 21
representatives of donor agencies and 33 FAWE nationd chapters. Among other things, the
meeting discussed the progress of the education for al (EFA) policy by the year 2015 as
outlined in the Dakar declaration of 2000. Mlama disclosed that FAWE has attempted to
influence policy in favour of girls educetion, adding that it had managed to convince a
number of countries to highlight some of its concerns into their education policies and plans.
For example, severd countries including Zambia, Kenya, Uganda, Senegd and Burkina Faso
have adopted policies that alow pregnant girls to return to school after deivery, Mlama
disclosed.

Mlama bemoaned the effects of the HIV/AIDS pandemic on society noting that it had dedt a
paticulaly big blow to the educaion sysems throughout sub-Saharan Africa and more so to
the girl child. "The mgority of new HIV infections in sub-Saharan Africa are occurring
among young people; especidly women aged 15 to 24. Girls bear the brunt of al these
negative aspects including poverty, teenage pregnancy, culturd practices such as ealy
marriages and sexua harassment,” she lamented.

Senegal to begin teaching local languagesin primary schools

Dakar, Senegad (PANA) — Dakar- 9/07/2002 - Education authorities in Senegal have decided
to begin teaching nationd languages in primary schools beginning next October, The Divison
for the Promation of National Languages (DPLN) has announced.

In the firg year of primary educaion the languages will be exclusvdy taught during the first
semedter to enable pupils to read, write and do arithmetic in them. French will be introduced
during the second semester, but it will only be taught oraly,” Babacar Diouf, director of
DPLN told PANA. Diouf explained tha French and the nationd languages would be taught
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Smultaneoudy beginning from the second year of primary school, and he added that the
teaching of naiond languages "will endble us to improve the acquistion of French in our
schools. We want to make the cohabitation between French, the country's officid language,
and our nationa languages to be adynamic one."

Senegd has 27 locd languages, 11 of which have the dtatus of nationd languages after having
been codified, DPLN said. Nationd languages have been taught a public kindergarten
schools and the University of Dakar since the early 1970s.

World Bank supportseducation in DR Congo

Kinshasa, RD Congo (PANA) - Kinshasa - 22/08/2002 - The Democratic Republic of Congo
is among the countries that should benefit from the "Accderated Programme’, launched by
the World Bank in favour of Education For All (EFA), the UNESCO Kinshasa Office has
announced. The release issued from the said office states, that the new programme intends to
concentrate EFA funding efforts in 18 countries consdered as the most favoured which fulfil
the required conditions, and to intendfy assgtance to 5 other countries, namely Bangladesh,
Tanzania, India, Nigeria, Pakistan and DR Congo.

Quoting UNESCO Director General, Mr. Koichiro Matsuura, the release further pointed out
that if increased support to education should depend on a large-scale reform of the governance
sysem, then education could be unfarly pendised. It would, thus be preferable to link
assgtance to education to the reform of the education sector, its good governance and
transparency, the same source states.

Forum on education to be held in Congo soon

Brazzaville, Congo (PANA) - Brazzaville - 08/08/2002 - A Forum on education will be
organised in Congo, with the am of formulating reform drategies for the Congolese education
sysdem, the adviser in higher education a the ministry of primary, secondary and higher
Education, Mr. Elenga Camara, disclosed.

«This forum could be held in November, a the earliest, and in the first quarter of 2003, a the
laest,” Mr. Elenga Camara sad, adding that the purpose of the meeting is to identify efforts
to undertake, the preparation of a national education programme by 2010, reforms to be
effected per sector. It will be organised by the Congolese government with support from
UNESCO. As regads basc education, the themes sdected for discusson include the
improvement of learning qudity, youth ad adult literacy and that of dropouts of the
education sysem. At the secondary levd, paticipants will examine education-traning
policies, and those rdative to reconstruction and school equipment, partnership dynamics and
education funding. Teaching conditions will aso be looked into, the same source said.

A technical guideto fighting poverty recommended

Bamako, Mai (PANA) - Bamako - 09/08/2002 - The nationd co-ordinators of the UNESCO
network of associated schools has recommended in Bamako the trandation into French and
severa African languages of atechnica guidetitled « Feed people, fight famine ».

EFA AfricaBulletin — October 2002 6
http://www.dakar.unesco.org/efa/bulletin/index_en.shtml



The recommendation was made following a sub-regiond medting held in August on teeching
materids between UNESCO intermediaries and teachers from four West African countries of
Burkina Faso, Guinea, Mai and Senegd. Participants dso recommended the use of the guide
as new teaching tool to enable pupils to comba famine. During the meeting organised by
UNESCO, development partners like UNICEF, FAO and WFP pledged to support the project
to make eader itsimplementation in West African educationd systems.
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